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February 24, 1975 


Mr. Marshall E. Overman 
218 Fourth Avenue 
Mt. Ephraim, New Jersey 08059 


Dear Mr. Overman: 


Thank you for your letter of February 19--which 
proved to be as interesting as your first. 


The bottle is easily dealt with: it is of a type 
that began around 1685, but which was common c. 1700 and for 
a very few years thereafter. The coins are another matter. 
Your informant who claimed that they were issued in such 
large quantities that they were used as ballast, must either 
have been joking or monumentally misinformed. The coins 
belong to the group known as William III, Type 2 (1698-9) 
and are classified by the British Museum as rare or very 
rare. The example that you sent me is a sub-specis having 
no stop after the 1699 date, cf. C. Wilsom Peck, English 


Copper, Tin and Bronze Coins in the British Museum, 1558- 
1958 (2nd ed., London 1970), p. 172, Ne. 6/75. 


It is my opinion, however, that the coin you sent 
me is a forgery, and I would take a fair sized bet that many 
of the others shown in your photograph are from the same 
unofficial stable. I should preface my reasoning by saying 
that although this example is from a cast blank (as are most 
forgeries) the official William III copper coins were minted 
under contract, and there was trouble between the Royal Mint 
and the contractor over his use of cast blanks. So that 
alone is not evidence of forgery. The key features, however, 
are these: 


1. There should be a line beneath Britannia on 
the reverse separating her from the empty 
exergue. In your case there is no such line; 
instead there is an incuse area simulating 
the exergue. 











Mr. Overman -2- February 24, 1975 


2. The diameter of official Type 2 halfpennies 
should range between 28 and 29mm. Yours 
varies from 26.5 to 27m. 


3. The official halfpennies of this type should 
weigh between 147.3 and 181.1 grains (with 
an average of 157.3). Yours weighs approxi- 
mately 138 grains. 


Together the decreased diameter and reduced weight 
point to the margin of profit that a forgery could expect to 
extract from forging halfpennies. In addition, besides the 
reverse die lacking the exergue bar, the legend and date are 
in letters and digits much heavier than occur on any official 
issues that I have seen. I might add that I have not been 
able to find a parailei for the small and crowded sbverse "S" 
in GVLIELMVS. One more point: collectively the group seems 
considerably more yellow (brassy?) than ome would expect the 
genuine coins to be. That could, perhaps, result from the 
circumstances of their burial. In rebuttal I might note that 
I have one legitimate example of a William III (Type 2) in my 
own collection. It comes from the mud of the Thames at London-- 
therefore a rather similar location to yom discovery--yet there 
is no yellowness to the metal. 


What, then, is the explanation for the presence of 
so large a number of forgeries (assuming that the others are, 
indeed, the same as the submitted specimen) in the Delaware 
River mud? Two possible answers come to mind: 


1. A coiner was at work in Philadelphia at the 
turn of the eighteenth century. Fearing that 
he was about to be apprehended, he pitched the 
incriminating evidence into the river. 


2. The coins were forged in England and used in 
payment to an American tradesman who, rather 
than be charged with circulating forged coins, 
decided to cut his losses and dumped them into 
the river. 


Considering the number of coiners who were working 
in London in the early eighteenth century, the second explanation 
seems the more reasonable (cf. All The Best Rubbish, pp. 104-6). 


: I hope that this information will be of some assistance. 
Should you be down this way and would like to bring the rest of 
the coins with you, I would be glad to go through them to see 
whether they are all forgeries. In the meatime, I suggest 

that you try measuring and weighing them. 





Telephone: 703-229-1000 
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Mr. Marshall E. Overman 
218 Fourth Avenue 
Mt. Ephraim, New Jersey 08059 


Dear Mr. Overman: 


Thank you for your most welcome letter of April 7 and for 
the excellent pictures of your artifacts. Please do not feel 
apologetic about the means by which these interesting items were 
retrieved; I am well acquainted with the demands and limitations 
of rescue archaeology! 


It was good of you to go to so much trouble to weigh the 
1699 halfpennies, and I am gratified to see that my thesis 

stands up. It is a pity that the entire collection cannot be 
published, for I would think that it would make a very worth- 
while contribution to the Journal of the British Numismatic 
Association. After all your trouble in measuring and weighing 
the coins, something useful should be done with the results. I 
might add that I lack the strength to argue further with you, 

and so will not send back the coin which you have returned to me! 


Let me simply say that, should you at any time be in a position 
to exhibit the whole Bioicianrtan T-willk be - moet happy to send 


we ee whe sip he ote he en ed => 
this one back to you. 


I was extremely interested in your reference to a carpenter's 
chisel bearing the name Samuel Treeth. It immediately rang a 
bell with me, for we have an axe from the James Anderson House 
site in Williamsburg (and which is now exhibited in our museum 
there) whose catalogue card provides the following informat Lane 
"The bit has a stamped inscription which appears to read a: 
The axe was in poor condition and the i LOcLon theres 

p n nscrip ; 

fore, only partially visible. I have no doubt that yours is the 
correct interpretation, and therefore your information will be 
added to the card. It is always gratifying when people who write 
to us for information, are able to broaden our knowledge at the 
same time. Such occurences are by no means a a varity: nevertheless 
it is reassuring, for I frequently have to justify (at least to 
myself) the amount of time I spend each week responding to visitors 
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and postal queries. I might add that I have long been a 
supporter of the conscientious amateur,andso it is always par- 
ticularly rewarding to be able to learn from them. 


I enclose information from Blackmore which is all we have 
to offer on your Wilson musket lock. You will be pleased to see 
that your identification is confirmed. The padlock is an 
extremely interesting specimen, and it is wonderful to see it so 
well preserved. We have many of this type, but they are in such 
appalling condition that they are barely more than lumps of rust. 
I might add that this is a classic example of what I call the 
bag-shaped form, and is much more characteristic of the type 
than is that shown in my Guide to Artifacts. I suggest that the 
maker's mark is, in fact T. LOWE and not TLCWE. 


As you yourself note, the buckles are largely of types 
illustrated in the aforesaid book. Incidentally, are you 
acquainted with the first volume of our Occasional Papers in 
Archaeology entitled Five Artifact Studies? One of the articles 
deals with the evolution of shoe buckles, another with horseshoes, 
and another with bayonets; and it may be that any or all of these 
will be helpful to you. I was particularly interested in the 
apparent pewter buckle which appears to have a piece of sprue 
attached to one side. As it is a harness buckle, I am surprised 
that this would be made of pewter; and I am wondering, therefore, 
whether it is actually an unfinished pattern intended for use in 
sand casting. Either way, the buckle is almost certainly 
unfinished, and might point to the presence of a meta! worker in 
the area. 


With best wishes, 


Sincerely oes 
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Department of Argfhaeology 
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P.S. We are pleased to accept your invitation to retain the 
pictures. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


July 28, 1976 


( 


Mr. David W. Loll 
50 Monree Street 
Bridgeton, NJ 08302 


Dear Mr. Loll: 


Your letter of July 11, 1976, with respect to the English 
halfpence found in Philadelphia is at hand. 


First, I wish to thank you for the kind remarks you made 
about the ANS publication. 


You have no idea how fascinated I am at the information you 
have disclosed and 1 would like your cooperation in giving me more 
information so that I may study the project further. Would you be 
nice enough to send me a larger group of the halfpence for further 
study, particularly those with various thicknesses, double striking, 
peeling, etc. When I sea a large enough group I will be able to tell 
whether the apparent wear is not real wear. It is entirely possible 
that the entire group are counterfeits made either in England and 
shipped to Philadelphia, or possibly made in America. The date when 
they were made would have no bearing on the date 1699 as it could be 
L7oG,- ete, 


I wish to thank you for the thoughtfulness in sending us 
one of the coins to keep. The other, I am sure, the ANS appreciates. 


Has the croup of coins owned by the others you know been 
examined by a numismatist? If not, that too could be helpful. 


You asked if I could tell you anything about the origin of 
these coins and I have given you above some indication as to what the 
situation may turn out to be. You may know that counterfeits were 
made with a worn appearance deliberately. These cover George II and 
George III primarily. Please let me hear from you. 





Eric P. Newman 


EPN: jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 1, 1976 


Mr. David Loll 
30 Monroe St. 
Bridgeton, NJ 08302 


Dear Mr. Loll: 


The coins arrived, but the glass container was broken. The 
breakage, however, caused very little scratching. 


It is very obvious that the 1699 coins are cast counterfeits. 
We are studying them carefully and will hold them for a while to do so. 
It is fascinating. 


In the meantime, I await the data from you on the other people 
who found them. 


Thank you for your continued cooperation. Your enthusiasm is 
certainly justified. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: jah 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
ste Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 26, 1977 


Mr. David W. Loll 
50 Monroe Street 
Bridgeton, NJ 08302 


Dear Mr. Loll: 

I presume you were not informed that I visited Philadelphia 
and met with Mr. Overman, Mr. Paull and Mr. Domzalski. I was told 
that you were in military service and would not be available. I had an 
exciting time going over both the site of the original find and the 
dump sites. I enjoyed meeting all of your fellow hunters. 

The article is virtually finished and I let your associates 
read the article for final corrections. Now that I know that you are 
back at home I will return your coins to yau. 

My kindest regards and thanks. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newnan 
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THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


George K. Pretsch 
33 Rutter Street 
Rochester, New York 14606 


December 9, 1977 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

ERIC. P.. NEWMAN -NUMLSMATLC 
EDUCATICN SOCIETY 

6450 Ceci Avente 

Sis Lowiev- Missouri: 669105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Erne losed 1s a check to David. loll Tor twenty dollars. 
My sincere thanks to you for revealing and obtaining 
this counterfeit 1699 halfpence for me. 


Lt Wish to stave my cursory observations: of this 
specimen and wait to see how they match up with your 
findimes to be published im. the Numismatist. 


a) The coin is definitely a counterfeit. 

b). 20 Wae cact.from a Tower Mint=-coin. 

©) Color is artificial. Possibly cieaned and 
retoned. 

d) When was this counterfeit produced? Any time 
arter: l69a., 


It never ceases to amaze me the mysteries that can 
lie behind a seemingly worthless object. To the layman's 
eve this colm fe jueo theat«. « .2."a(wortarese: oblecr. 
Vet to the likes of us 1t- fe Sane unobvious treasure. * 
piece of a puzzle that many wish to put in place bur few 
have the tenacity to do so. One must work between 
scholarship and romanticism knowing that the line 
Gevicing- thertwo 2s difficult to locate.) Thercein teat 
you sent me provides that whimsical line and for this I 
will forever be grateful. 


Very truly, 
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George K. Prets¢h 
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